
ω On February 17, 2009, President Barack Obama signed into law 
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (P.L. 111-5) to 
ŎǊŜŀǘŜ Ƨƻōǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ōȅ 
investing in transportation, environmental, and other 
infrastructure that will provide long-term economic benefits to 
the nation.  The transportation element of the Recovery Act is 
structured to ensure that the highway and transit funds are 
invested quickly, efficiently, and in concert with the job-creating 
purpose of this Act.  

ω The funds are distributed by formula to each state with a 
portion of the funds within each State being sub-allocated by 
population (urbanized) areas to the Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (RPC).  This investment includes approximately 
$430 million to the State of Louisiana with a sub-allocation of 
$29.1 million to the New Orleans urbanized area and $19.2 
million to the St. Tammany (Northshore) urbanized areas of 
Mandeville/Covington and Slidell.  In addition, about $27 million 
was distributed by formula to the MPO/RPC areas for transit.  
The federal funding share for both highway and transit 
improvements is up to 100%.  The ARRA Program requires 
periodic reporting on the status of project work, financing, and 
job creation benefits.  In addition, both the Federal Highway 
Administration and Federal Transit Administration, respectively, 
are providing stewardship and oversight of the ARRA 

transportation (highway and transit) program elements.
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ω For highway projects, eligible uses include resurfacing and 
pavement preservation projects, capacity or widening projects, 
traffic signal system upgrades, bridge projects, and 
transportation enhancements, i.e., bicycle, pedestrian, and 
landscaping improvements.   Transit uses include bus and 
equipment purchases, preventive maintenance, park-and-ride 
facilities, ADA access improvements, bus shelters, and 
intelligent transportation system technologies to improve 
transit efficiency and on-time performance.

ω The RPC technical staff used the following criteria to identify 
and prioritize projects for ARRA funding: 

1) tǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ άǎƘƻǾŜƭ ǊŜŀŘȅέ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ ŎƭŜŀǊŜŘ 

or in advanced stages of engineering design;

2) Projects that were located in economically distressed areas;

3) Projects that would create and sustain jobs by contributing to 

business retention and economic development;

4) Projects that enhanced community sustainability by addressing 

an important transportation deficiency; and 

5) Projects that could be let to construction and completed within 

3 years.
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ω The recommended ARRA project lists were presented to the 
ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ tƻƭƛŎȅ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŀƴŘ wt/ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 
Commissioners for consideration and unanimously adopted on 
February 10th and March 10th, 2009.  A detailed list of all ARRA 
projects or activities for which Recovery Act funds have been 
approved and the purpose, estimated cost, and rationale for 
funding the infrastructure investment have been summarized 
below. 

ω If you would like further information on the program or have 
any questions, the public is invited to contact Mr. Jeff Roesel, 
RPC Planning Director, at (504) 568-6611 or by email at 
jroesel@norpc.org. 

ω If you would like more information on the statewide program, 
please visit the web-site of the Louisiana Department of 
Transportation and Development at http://www.dotd.la.gov/
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I-10 Causeway Phase II
Jefferson Parish, Louisiana

Summary:
The I-10/Causeway Interchange is the primary interchange for the Metairie Business 

District and for traffic north of Lake Pontchartrain from Mandeville and Covington.  The 

interchange is being upgraded with directional and semi-directional ramps.  The 

improvements will be done in two construction phases.  Phase I will upgrade the eastern 

half of the interchange and Phase II (ARRA work element) the western half.

Phase I features include:  new elevated ramp northbound Causeway to westbound I-10, 

new elevated ramp westbound I-10 to northbound Causeway, new at-grade ramp from 

northbound Causeway to eastbound I-10, new at-grade ramp from westbound I-10 to 

Veterans Boulevard with widening of existing bridge structure at Veterans Blvd.

Phase II features include:  realignment of northwest frontage road, new at-grade ramp 

from Veterans to westbound I-10, new at-grade ramp from Veterans to eastbound I-10, 

new at-grade loop ramp from westbound I-10 to southbound Causeway, new elevated 

ramp from southbound Causeway to westbound I-10, and new elevated fly-over ramp 

from southbound Causeway to I-10 eastbound.  The estimated project cost is $75.6 

million.

Benefits:

ω Major Regional Mobility Improvement

ω Maximizing Job Creation 

ω Support Economic Growth in Metairie CBD and Region

ω Project Construction Letting Summer, 2009



Submerged Roads Program Enhancements
Greater New Orleans Region, Louisiana 

Summary:

There has been widespread community support for more bikeable and 
walkable neighborhoods in all planning processes post-Katrina. This 
program of projects consists of street striping retrofits (shared use lanes, 
ōƛƪŜ ƭŀƴŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŀŘŘŜǊ ǎǘǊƛǇŜŘ ŎǊƻǎǎǿŀƭƪǎύ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŀ ά/ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ 
{ǘǊŜŜǘǎέ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻƴ ǎƘƻǾŜƭ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Submerged Roads Program. It also includes replanting of numerous trees 
destroyed by flood waters to re-establish tree canopy on the same 
corridors.  Work is coupled with the FHWA Emergency Relief (Submerged 
Roads) design and engineering mechanism.  The estimated project cost is 
$11.1 million.

Benefits:

ω Reduction of Urban Heating and Emissions

ω Improves Mobility and Safety for Bicyclists and Pedestrians

ω Enhances Repopulation Efforts through Beautification of Neighborhoods

ω Supplemental Funding for Items Ineligible under Emergency Relief Program



St. Charles Westbank Multiuse Path
St. Charles Parish, Louisiana 

Summary:

The St. Charles West Bank Bike Path will be located on the Mississippi 
River levee between Davis Drive in Luling and Elm Street in Hahnville. It is 
considered part of the Mississippi River Trail in Louisiana and was 
designed and engineered by the Corp of Engineers.  The project is shovel 
ready. It will serve the upriver community helping to connect locals and 
visitors to the Mississippi River.  The estimated project cost is $1.0 million.

Benefits:

ω Facilitates Alternative Transportation in Auto Dependent Area

ω Connects St. Charles West Bank to larger MRT system of routes

ω Supports Sustainability Goals Post-Katrina

ω Provides New Connectivity to Local Jobs



Summary:

Earhart Blvd. is a regional arterial linking the CBD, the Port of New 
Orleans, intermodal rail facilities, the airport, major business and 
industrial parks with US90, US61, Huey P. Long Bridge, and Interstate 10.  
The roadway has been incrementally upgraded over the past decade with 
the final section to be reconstructed under ARRA.  The roadway is located 
in an economically distressed area.  Final plans have been completed, and 
the project is being readied for construction letting.  The estimated project 
cost is $8.9 million.

Benefits:

ω Improved Regional Transportation Mobility

ω Enhanced Traffic Safety and Signalization

ω Widespread Community Support for Reconstruction

ω tǊƻƧŜŎǘ Ƙŀǎ ά{ƘƻǾŜƭ wŜŀŘȅέ {ǘŀǘǳǎ

Earhart (Hamilton-Fern)
Orleans Parish, Louisiana



Summary:
Fleur de Lis is a major collector roadway serving Lakeview, Orleans and Jefferson 
Parishes, and the W. Harrison Business District.  The roadway was scheduled for 
reconstruction prior to Hurricane Katrina, and the condition of the street has 
continued to deteriorate.  The project will contribute significantly to the 
revitalization of nearby neighborhoods and business stabilization within the 
area.  Final plans have been completed, and the project is being readied for a 
mid-summer construction letting.  The estimated project cost is $11.1 million.
Benefits:

ÅImproved Regional Transportation Mobility

ÅEnhanced Traffic Safety and Signalization

ÅWidespread Community Support for Reconstruction

ÅtǊƻƧŜŎǘ Ƙŀǎ ά{ƘƻǾŜƭ wŜŀŘȅέ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ

.

Fleur De Lis Blvd. - (Veterans to 30th St.)
Orleans Parish, Louisiana



LA 406 Woodland Hwy.(La 23 to LA 407)
Plaquemines Parish, Louisiana

Summary: 
The Woodland Hwy. (LA406) corridor is being widened to accommodate current 
and future traffic demands generated by continued commercial and residential 
growth and development in the Belle Chasse area, including Military Base 
expansions in Plaquemines and Orleans Parishes.  A new five-lane section will 
be established on Woodland between Belle Chasse Highway (LA23) to Industrial 
Canal with two left-turn lanes and a free flow right-turn lane with LA 23.  
Beyond the Industrial Canal, Woodland will taper to three lanes with a 
continuous center turn lane to General De Gaulle (LA407).  The purpose of the 
project is to improve traffic safety and operations along Woodland Hwy. and at 
the intersection with LA23.  Land use information and traffic projections were 
used to determine the types of roadway and intersection improvements that 
will be needed to accommodate future economic development in the corridor.  
These improvements also enhance the use of LA 406 as a designated Hurricane 
Evacuation Route.  The estimated project cost is $3.6 million.

Benefits:

ÅNeeded Operations and Safety Improvements

ÅSupports Job Growth in LA 406 Corridor

ÅEnhanced Hurricane Evacuation

ÅFinal Plans by LA DOTD



Summary: 
Lapalco Boulevard is a major transportation corridor, carrying in excess of 
65,000 vehicles per day.  The corridor is being upgraded incrementally 
through a series of widening and overlay projects as funding becomes 
available.  The current effort is a basic mill and overlay project in a heavily 
travelled commercial section of the corridor.  Final plans will be 
completed this year and the project let before March 4, 2010.  The 
estimated project cost is $1.2 million.

Benefits:

ω Rehabilitation of Distressed  Roadway Section

ω Increased Traffic Safety

ω Enhanced Transportation/Freight Mobility

ω Expeditious Project Delivery 

Lapalco Blvd. (Manhattan to Bayou Fatma)

Jefferson Parish, Louisiana 


