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The New Orleans Regional Planning Commission is pleased to present
quarterly news, events, and project updates to a region-wide audience. 
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Letter from the Director

As the summer starts, the Regional Planning
Commission is beginning the “home stretch” of a
number of efforts and initiatives that keep the
region eligible for federal funds. On the
transportation side, updates to the
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and
Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP, a.k.a.
the long-range plan) for the urbanized areas in
our region are being drafted. This has been
accomplished by our staff that undertaken
extensive and targeted outreach to a myriad of
stakeholders, local governments, non-profits,
advocacy groups, economic development
interests, and the public. That outreach has
helped inform our understanding of the needs of

both individual communities and, by identifying commonalities, plan for
programmatic infrastructure investments and policies that will ultimately
improve mobility while being mindful of safety, equity, resilience, and respect
for the natural and built environments in the entire region.

Additionally, our economic development team is nearing completion of the
Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy or CEDS update for the
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region. The CEDS is the policy document that advise the US economic
Development Administration of our economic development strategies, and
identities projects and initiatives that will our region achieve them. 

RPC continues to monitor federal rule-making and guidance related to the
implementation of the IIJA, as well as funding opportunities for projects and
programs RPC can help implement in our region. RPC staff is coordinating with
local entities to review opportunities and eligibilities to receive discretionary
grant funds for a number of initiatives promulgated in the IIJA. 

We undertake these tasks with the understanding of a forecasted active
hurricane season, and are hopeful of being spared the impacts our region
suffered as a result of Hurricane Ida last year.

As always, we look forward to continued working with our Board members, in
appreciation of their leadership, guidance, and service; our partner agencies at
the local, state and federal levels, and the residents of our region who makes
us unique in America.

An Update From Brownfields

In May, the Regional Planning
Commission learned that it will
be awarded a $500,000
brownfield assessment grant
from the Environmental
Protection Agency. This is a 5-
year award, and these funds
will be used to perform
environmental assessments in
St. Bernard Parish, along the
Judge Perez and St. Bernard
Highway corridors. Community
partners helped RPC identify

several high priority brownfield sights, which include the wastewater treatment
plant on the Chalmette Battlefield, and the Ford Plant in Arabi. Prospective
businesses, property owners, lenders, and real estate brokers working in St.
Bernard Parish are encouraged to reach out to the RPC Brownfield Program to
see if their project is eligible for a grant funded environmental assessment.

On May 10 & 11, the RPC Brownfield Program presented Brownfield Fest, an
educational workshop and outreach event. Held in Docville Farm in Violet,
speakers from RPC, the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality, and
the EPA discussed the various brownfield resources available to communities
and how to access them. Staff from Kansas State University’s Technical
Assistance to Brownfields team also lead a hands-on workshop in developing
a brownfield inventory for your community. 
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THE SAFETY TRAIN IS PULLING INTO THE STATION! 

Safety Tip:
As teens graduate and we enter the summer months, please help keep our
roads safe: have a conversation about being responsible. Underage drinking
and driving kills.

Clean Fuel Partnership Charging Forward

The Southeast Louisiana
Clean Fuel Partnership
(SLCFP) has been working to
ensure the region can take
advantage of new alternative
fueling opportunities provided
by the Bipartisan Infrastructure
Law (BIL) passed last year.
The law includes funding to
dramatically increase the
number of Electric Vehicle (EV)
charging stations across the

country, primarily through two major programs: the National Electric Vehicle
Infrastructure (NEVI) Formula Program will provide $5 billion over five years to



11/17/22, 11:22 AM Regional Planning Commission News and Updates

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Regional-Planning-Commission-News-and-Updates.html?soid=1132345857658&aid=gjOfplN_Hy0 4/6

states for the deployment of publicly available charging stations; and a
separate discretionary grant program will provide $2.5 billion over five years
directly to communities for station deployment. Guidance has already been
released for the NEVI Formula Program, and SLCFP is working with state and
regional partners to ensure that Louisiana and the RPC region are ready to
install stations when funds become available. We have been coordinating with
the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development, the Louisiana
Department of Environmental Quality, the Capital Region Planning
Commission, and Louisiana Clean Fuels to designate all interstates as “EV
Pending” or “EV Ready” Alternative Fuel Corridors. This designation is
required to install stations along a route. Once the designation process is
complete we will continue to work with DOTD and Louisiana Clean Fuels to
develop an EV charging station deployment plan to identify potential station
locations and related needs.

Guidance for the discretionary EV charging grants has not yet been released,
but SLCFP will inform its regional partners as soon as more information is
available. In the meantime, communities interested in preparing to deploy EV
infrastructure should review the Southeast Louisiana EV Readiness Guide
here. This guide provides a comprehensive introduction to local elected
officials and staff on how to transition to an electrified transportation system,
informed by regional housing, income, and population data. It outlines barriers
to adoption and showcases best practices to help develop strategies that will
promote electrification. As an accompanying tool to this guide, there is an
online regional ArcGIS Mapping Viewer available to help visualize and analyze
pertinent regional data that will assist local decision making processes for
future electric vehicle charging infrastructure implementation.

In preparation for these programs and increased EV usage, SLCFP recently
convened the first meeting of its EV Readiness Roundtable. At the meeting
participants learned about the upcoming BIL programs, discussed local needs
for EVs, and were provided with resources to become EV-ready. Moving
forward this group will serve as a forum for local entities to learn about new EV
programs, discuss best practices, and share information. Individuals interested
in joining the Roundtable should contact Marin Stephens at
mstephens@norpc.org. 

Get to Know RPC Staff: Marin Stephens

Marin Stephens joined the RPC as a
Transportation Planner in 2021. She also
assists with two of the RPC’s environmental
programs: the Southeast Louisiana Clean
Fuel Partnership and the Region 8 Louisiana
Watershed Initiative Steering
Committee. She received her Bachelors of
Arts from Emerson College (2003) and
Masters in Transportation Science at
University of New Orleans (2021).

https://www.norpc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Southeast-Louisiana-Electric-Vehicle-Readiness-Guide_01102022.pdf
https://norpc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=6b151427d6a94732adf569ad1505ceef
mailto:mstephens@norpc.org
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Prior to working at RPC, Marin was the
founder and owner of Dashing Bicycles, a
local bike shop in downtown New Orleans
where she helped thousands of New
Orleanians enjoy the city from the seat of a
bicycle. As the Program and Development
Director for Bike Easy from 2011 to 2013,
Marin helped establish community and youth
bicycle safety workshops, the bicycle valet
program, and the implementation of the Safe
Routes to School Program and local bike
share planning. Prior to moving to New
Orleans, Marin worked for over 10 years in

the film industry in New York City. Marin, originally from Maine, has always had
a passion for enjoying the outdoors, whether that’s by bike, catching a second
line, or in a canoe paddling down a lovely bayou.  

Lynn Dupont Appointed to National Geospatial
Advisory Committee

The National Geospatial Advisory Committee (NGAC)
is a Federal Advisory Committee sponsored by the U.
S. Department of the Interior. The NGAC is authorized
under the Geospatial Data Act of 2018, and operates
under the Federal Advisory Committee Act. The
NGAC reports to the Chair of the Federal Geographic
Data Committee (Secretary of the Interior).

RPC's GIS Manager Lynn Dupont was appointed to
serve on this committee alongside 9 others in the
country.

RPC in the Community 

Destination Zero Deaths

On April 7, 2022, our two
regional safety coalition
coordinators represented
Destination Zero Deaths

RPC wins Bike Easy
Challenge for
workplaces between
20-49.

 564 people across
greater New Orleans

RPC Rolls with
Waterwise

On Saturday May 14th,
Waterwise Gulf Shore 
held its bi-annual Green
Infrastructure Tour and

https://www.fgdc.gov/gda/geospatial-data-act-of-2018.pdf
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at the Louisiana Judicial
College Conference in
New Orleans. They
provided resource
materials for impaired
driving and child
protection seat laws.  

used their pedal power in
the Bike Easy April
Challenge! Altogether
69,201 miles wre biked
saving 9,432 lb of CO2 -
that’s one HUGE group
bike ride! But some
workplaces rode further,
encouraged more people
to join them and topped
the leaderboards. 

visited many sites across
the city with a new cohort
of Water Wise
Neighborhood
Champion!  As RPC staff
conitnue efforts with the
Louisiana Watershed
Initiative a continuous
effort to get on the
ground and speak to the
community resumes.
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